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While the media in general virtually ignored the recently concluded FIDE World Championship, chess, or at least a chess player, has certainly been in the news. The West’s headline ‘Checkmate for Defiant Fischer’ (July 17) reported the arrest of the eccentric American genius in Japan & Washington’s request for his extradition to the USA where he could face the possibility of a 10 year prison sentence. His outspoken anti-semitism & offensive remarks on 9/11 seem to have goaded authorities to revive their hunt for him on charges of breaking a US embargo on trade with Yugoslavia in 1992 by playing a rematch with Spassky there. Speaking of the arrest 

Gary Kasparov describes Fischer as ‘a fine wine in a flawed vessel’ & pays tribute to his influence in bringing chess to the edge of becoming a commercially successful sport for the first time: ‘Bobby Fischer deserves to be remembered for the things he did for chess & for his immortal games’. 
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A spectacular win by Fischer (White v Miagmasuren) (3 moves).

Here is the first game of the second Fischer-Spassky match which shows Fischer’s 10 year lay-off did little to dull his inventive genius.  He systematically builds up pressure on the queenside & then refutes Spassky’s desperate piece sacrifice for 2 pawns to establish a massive pawn centre by counter-sacrificing to create a winning attack on the kingside:



Robert  Fischer  -  Boris  Spassky



Match II, Game 1, 1992



Ruy Lopez, Breyer Defence



 1    e4  
e5  


 2     Nf3  
Nc6



 3    Bb5  
a6  


 4     Ba4  
Nf6



 5    0-0  
Be7  


 6     Re1  
b5



 7    Bb3  
d6  


 8     c3  
0-0



 9    h3   
Nb8  


10    d4  
Nbd7



11   Nbd2  
Bb7  


12    Bc2  
Re8



13   Nf1  
Bf8  


14    Ng3
g6



15   Bg5  
h6


16    Bd2  
Bg7



17   a4  
c5  


18    d5  
c4



19   b4!  
Nh7(a)


20    Be3  
h5



21   Qd2  
Rf8  


22    Ra3  
Ndf6(b)



23   Rea1  
Qd7  


24    R1a2  
Rfc8



25   Qc1  
Bf8  


26    Qa1  
Qe8



27   Nf1  
Be7   


28    N1d2  
Kg7



29   Nb1  
Nxe4(c)  

30    Bxe4  
f5



31   Bc2  
Bxd5  


32    axb  
axb



33   Ra7  
Kf6  


34    Nbd2  
Rxa7(d)



35   Rxa7  
Ra8


36    g4!! 
hxg



37   hxg  
Rxa7(e)  

38    Qxa7  
f4



39   Bxf4! 
exf4 


40    Nh4!! 
Bf7



41   Qd4+  
Ke6(f)  

42    Nf5! 
Bf8



43   Qxf4  
Kd7  


44    Nd4  
Qe1+



45   Kg2  
Bd5+  


46    Be4  
Bxe4+



47   Nxe4  
Be7  


48    Nxb5  
Nf8



49   Nbxd6 
Ne6  


50    Qe5 
Resigns(g)

a) Black’s  natural counter to the e4, d5 pawn chain is ...f5, a move very difficult to prepare with neither the c8 bishop nor the king’s rook trained on that square.

b)  Black pulls back from 22...h4  23 Nf1, f5  -  24 exf, gxf  25 Ng5, Nxg5  27 Bxg5, Bf6  29 Bh6, Bg7  30 Bxg7, Kxg7  31 f4 with a strong advantage.

c) With White threatening to exchange everything on the a file followed by Na3 winning the b pawn, Black’s sacrifice attempts to take advantage of White’s concentration of pieces on the queenside. 

d)  34...f4 is met by 35 Ne4+, Bxe4  36 Bxe4, Rxe7  37 Bxe7. 

e)  If 37...f4  38 Be4! fxe3  39 Bxd5, Rxa7  40 Ne4+, Kg7  41 Qxa7.

f)  If 41...Kg5?  42 Qg7 forces mate.

g)  White threatens 51 Qb5+ mating (as well as 51 Nc5+ winning the queen).


        

SOLUTION:  1 Qxh7+!! Kxh7  2 hxg6+, Kxg6  3 Be4# or 2...Kh8  3 Rh8#.

