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Very different from the two magna swiss events, Capelle la Grande (590 players) & Aeroflot, Moscow, (102 players) is the very select annual Linares, Spain.  Its top section has only seven players but what seven players, Kasparov, Anand, Topalov, Leko, Adams, Valejo Pons, the sole Spaniard, and FIDE champ Kasimdzhanov, with a rating range of 2804 to 2678!  Despite the absence of classical world champion Kramnik it provides Kasparov the opportunity to confirm his place as undisputed world number one. Valejo Pons (White), with rook & knight for 2 bishops & a pawn played a combination in an attempt to unseat Kasparov in their  round 3 game to reach position 470.  However Kasparov’s next move induced an immediate resignation from the Spaniard.  What was it?
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 470

One particular mini battle Kasparov would be keen to win, after the aborted world championship elimination match, was that against Kasimdzhanov.  Their first game resulted in a hard fought draw but Kasparov was ruthless in the second:



 R  KASIMDZHANOV   -   G  KASPAROV

   

 2005 Linares, Round 9



 Queens Gambit: Slav Defence, Meran Variation



 1    d4  
d5  


 2    c4  
c6



 3    Nc3  
Nf6  


 4    e3  
e6



 5    Nf3  
Nbd7  


 6    Bd3  
dxc



 7    Bxc4  
b5  


 8    Bd3  
Bb7



 9    0-0  
a6  


10   e4  
c5



11   d5  
Qc7  


12   dxe  
fxe



13   Bc2  
c4  


14   Nd4(a)
Nc5



15   Be3  
e5  


16   Nf3  
Be7(b)



17   Ng5  
0-0!(c)


18   Bxc5  
Bxc5



19   Ne6  
Qb6  


20   Nxf8  
Rxf8



21   Nd5(d)
Bxd5 


22   exd5  
Bxf2+!



23   Kh1(e)
e4!  


24   Qe2
e3



25   Rfd1  
Qd6  


26   a4  
g6!



27   axb  
axb  


28   g3(f)
Nh5



29   Qg4  
Bxg3!!  

30   hxg3
Nxg3+



31   Kg2(g)
Rf2+


32   Kh3  
Nf5



33   Rh1  
h5  


34   Qxg6+(h)
Qxg6



35   Rhg1  
Qxg1  


36   Rxg1+  
Kf7



White resigns

a)  Considered the most critical test of the Meran Defence.

b) 16...Ncxe4 opens up lines for a White attack (17 Nxe4, Nxe4  18 Re1, Bd6  19 Bxe4, Bxe4  20 Ng5, Bd3  21 Qf3).

c) Another in a long line of Kasparov’s prepared inovations. White is practically forced to win the exchange, otherwise 17 Ng5 was a complete waste of time.

d) An alternative is 21 Qe2 when 21...Bd4 maintains attacking chances – one plan is ...Qc6 & ...b4.

e) If 23 Rxf2? Ng4 wins.

f) If 28 Ra5, Qf4  29 Rxb5, Nh5  30 d6, Ng3+!  31 hxg3, Qh6+ wins.

g) If 31 Kg1, e2!  32 Re1, Qc5+  33 Kg2, Qf2+  34 Kh3, Nh5 wins.

h) 34 Qg5 loses to 34...Rf3+  35 Kg2, Rg3+.

After 11 rounds Kasparov leads with 6.5/9, followed by Anand 5.5/9, Topalov 5/9 and Leko 5/10 (all draws!).

If you haven’t planned to go to the SW OPEN at Bunbury Catholic College today there’s still time to get in the car & be there by 12.30 for the 1 pm start (enquiries Julian Painter 9795 8044).

And don’t forget the WA Allegro Championship, Wed March 16 & Wed March 23 at Ascension Church Hall, Midland (enquiries Haydn Barber 9398 4242).

SOLUTION:   1...Bxg2! which leaves Black 2 pawns up: 2 Nxf8, Bxf1:  2 Qxg2, Qb6+:  2 Kxg2, Qa8+  3 Kg1, fxe6.

