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Very much an Australian centred article this week, moving between Canberra, Amsterdam & Perth.  Firstly a position from the recently completed ANU Open between the tournament’s top Australian ranked players, Igor Bjelbrk and George Xie. White to play and win (4 moves):
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Australia’s top player Ian Rogers has come 2nd in the Amsterdam Open and a number of his games from that event were on the ACF website. Ian’s games are always full of interest and you will enjoy this one:



                    I  ROGERS   -   L  D’COSTA 



          Amsterdam Open:  Queens Gambit Accepted



 1    d4  
d5  


 2    c4  
dxc



 3    Nf3  
Nf6  


 4    Nc3  
a6



 5    e4  
b5  


 6    e5  
Nd5



 7    Ng5  
e6  


 8    Qh5  
Qd7



 9    Be2  
Bb7  


10   0-0  
h6



11   Bg4!(a) 
g6  


12   Qh3  
Nxc3



13   bxc3  
Bd5  


14   Bf3!  
Qc6



15   a4  
Be7  


16   Re1  
Bxf3



17   gxf3!  
Bxg5  


18   Bxg5  
Nd7



19   Bf6! 
Rh7(b)  

20   d5!  
Qxd5(c)



21   Red1 
Qc6  


22   axb  
axb



23   Rxa8+ 
Qxa8 


24   Qg4  
c5



25   Qf4 
Nb6  


26   Qe3(d)  
Nd5



27   Qxc5  
Kd7(e)  

28   Qxb5+  
Kc7



29   Qc5+ 
Qc6  


30   Qa5+  
Kc8

`

31   Qd8+  
Kb7  


32   Rb1+  
Nb6



33   Qe7+ 
Qc7  


34   Qf8  
Qc6



35   Bd8!(f) 
resigns

a)  Threatening 12 Bxe6.

b)  Capturing the knight leaves Black’s king nowhere to hide when White opens the e file with a timely d5 (perhaps prefaced by axb / Rxa8 / Re5): however the king’s rook is now permanently out of the game. 

c)  If 20...exd5  Black has to worry about threats of e6, an attack on d5 & mate on e7.

d)  White is not interested in 26 Rd8+ winning the queen for rook & bishop.

e)  White threatened 28 Rxd5, Q/exd5  29 Qe7#.

f)  Black hoped for a perpetual check after 35 Qg8, Qxf3.

WA CHAMPIONSHIP:  Defending champion Haydn Barber defeated one young rival with victory over junior Ganesh Viswanath and will face 12 year old Yita Choong in round 6 after Yita defeated John Fedec with his pet line against the Sicilian. John followed ‘book’ for 7 moves (given in note a in last week’s game Choong-R Maris) 1 e4, c5  2 Nf3, d6  3 c3, Nf6  4 h3, Nc6  5 Bd3, d5  6 e5, Nd7  7 e6! fxe  8 Ng5, then deviated with 8...Ne5 but failed to handle the ensuing complications. Michael Kueh remained undefeated drawing with 2nd favourite Tim Hare while many times champion Wolfgang Leonhardt drew with Stephanus Kurniawan. Scores: Barber, Choong 4.5, Kueh, Leonhardt, R. Maris, Viswanath, Hare, Kurniawan, Gordon Dunlop 3.5.

SOLUTION:  1 Bd7!! (threatening 2 Re8+, cutting off the queen’s protection of the knight & enticing the queen from the back rank): if 1...Qxd7  2 Qc7!! (attacking the queen & rook): if 2...Qxc7  3 Re8+ mates while if 2...Qf7  3 Qxf4! Qxf4  4 Re8+ mates – a brilliant exploitation of back row mate threats.

