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Many problem composers are attracted by patterns.  B Giobel (1923) creates a simple line of pieces for this 2 mover which incorporates themes of zugzwang and switchback.  White to play & mate in 2:
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Despite losing his last round game exciting Alexei Shirov (Spain) tied 1st to 4th (8/10) in the Canadian Open played last month with 222 contestants.  Here is one of his wins from that event:



               A  SHABALOV   -   A  SHIROV

                                         2005 Canadian Open, Round 8

      French Advance

 1    e4  
e6  


 2    d4  
d5

 3    e5  
c5  


 4    c3  
Nc6

 5    Nf3  
Bd7  


 6    Be2  
Nge7

 7    Na3  
cxd  


 8    cxd  
Nf5

 9    Nc2  
Qb6  


10   0-0  
Na5

11   g4(a)  
Ne7  


12   Nfe1  
Bb5(b) 

13   Nd3  
h5  


14   gxh(c)  
Nf5

15   Be3  
Nc6  


16   a4  
Bc4

17   b4  
Qd8(d)  

18   Bg4  
Nxe3

19   fxe3  
Qg5  


20   h3  
Rxh5

21   Qf3  
0-0-0(e) 

22   Qxf7 
Rxh3

23   Qxe6+  
Kb8 


24   Rxf8 
Rg3+(f)

25   Kf2  
Rxg4


26   Qd6+ 
Ka8

27   Rxd8+ 
Nxd8 


28   Qd7  
Rg2+

29   Ke1 
Qg3+ 


30   Kd1 
Qf3+

White resigns (g)

a)  Driving back the aggressively positioned knight but seriously weakening White’s kingside.

b)  The white squared bishop is often an ineffective black piece, hemmed in by its own pawns, so Black offers to exchange it off.

c)  This allows the black knight back to f5 but 14 h3 would allow the opening of the h file for Black’s heavy pieces after queenside castling.

d)  The switchback to attack White’s weakened king.

e)  Meeting the threat of 22 Qxf7+, 23 Qxh5.

f)  Not 24...Rxf8  25 Qd6+.

g)  After 31 Kc1, Rxc2+! wins – 32 Kxc2, Qe2+ etc.

WA CHAMPIONSHIP:  12 year old Yita Choong achieved the biggest win in his short chess career, defeating defending champion Haydn Barber in round 6 to take a one point lead.  His next opponent will be Wolfgang Leonhardt who won the first of his seven WA titles back in 1954.  Other Rd 6 results: Hare 0  Leonhardt 1,  Viswanath 0 Kueh 1, Kurniawan 0 R Maris 1.  Scores: Choong 5.5, Barber, Kueh, Leonhardt, R Maris 4.5.

Tournaments completed before the state began included the Midland Masters & Challengers and the Metro Open.  Midland Masters: 1st Michael Horstmann 7/8,  2nd Haydn Barber 6,5,  =3rd Tim Hare, Steven Pearson 6.  Midland Challengers: 1st Wallace Sheridan 6.5/7, 2nd Mat Garcia 5, =3rd Ned Tomic, Fred Maris 4.5.  Metro Open: 1st David Ellis 6.5/7, =2nd Peter Dix, Gordon Dunlop, John Fedec 5.5:  Under 1650 – 1st Abel Oh 5, =2nd Yita Choong, Kelvin Taylor 4.5:  Under 1400 – =1st Alan Wolstencraft, Andrew Arnold 4:  Under 1150 – 1st Dave O’Shaughnessy 3.5, =2nd Andrew Clapin, Ben Motu 3.

SOLUTION:  1 Qh3  keeps the king confined, forcing Black to promote or move the knight: if 1...f1=Q,   2 Qe3#  while if 1...f1=N,  2 Qg2#  (the switchback): if 1...N moves, 2 Qd3#.

