CHESS    Sat 7th  January  2006
                                David  Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com    1               


If a chess player were to make a New Year’s Resolution it might be to improve his tactical play, perhaps by trying harder to solve our weekly problems.  We’ll start 2006 with a problem – White to play and draw (4 moves) – in which the first move almost begs to played:
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The 2005-6 Australian Championships are now being played in Brisbane with 11 WA players competing in events ranging from the Championship to Junior Open Under 12.  It is hoped to have results next week.  Completed last month was what is considered the strongest national event, the Russian Championship.  The event involved 12 qualifying GMs in an 11 round robin. Classic World Champion Vladimir Kramnik, who has slipped to 7th in world ratings, could only manage 50% to finish 7th.  First was 30 year old Sergei Rublevsky who won 4 and drew 7 games to finish a point ahead of the two joint seconds.  Here is one of his striking victories:



           S.  RUBLEVSKY   -   A.  MOTYLEV



         2005 Russian Championship Finals, Rd 5



                             Petroff Defence



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nf6



 3    d4  
Nxe4 


 4    Bd3  
d5



 5    Nxe5 
Nd7 


 6    Nxd7 
Bxd7



 7    0-0 
Bd6 


 8    c4  
c6



 9    cxd 
cxd  


10   Nc3 
Nxc3



11   bxc3 
0-0 


12   Qh5  
g6



13   Qxd5  
Qc7(a)  

14   Bh6
Rfe8



15   h4  
Be6 


16   Qf3  
Qxc3



17   Qf6  
Bf8 


18   Bxf8  
Rxf8



19   Rfd1  
Rfd8 


20   Be4  
Bd5



21   Rac1 
Qa3 


22   Rc7! 
Qxa2



23   h5! 
Qe2 


24   f3!! 
Qa6(b)



25   Qxa6 
bxa6(c) 

26   h6! 
Rd6



27   Kf2  
g5 


28   Rdc1!(d) 
Bxe4



29   Rc8+ 
Rd8 


30   Rxd8+ 
Rxd8



31   fxe4
f5 


32   Ke3 
fxe(e)



33   Rc7 
Rd6 


34   Rg7+ 
Kh8



35   Rxg5 
Rxh6 


36   d5  
a5



37   Kxe4 
a4 


38   Rg3 
a3(f)



39   Rxa3 
Kg8 


40   Kd4 
Kf8



41   Re3 
Rh2 


42   Re2 
Rh1



43   d6 
a5 


44   Kc5 
Rc1+



45   Kb6 
Rb1+ 


46   Kc7 
Rc1+



47   Kd8 
a4 


48   Ra2 
resigns

a) All standard book: White now introduces a new idea to exploit the black square weakness around Black’s king.

b) 24...Qxe1+  25 Kh2 and Black cannot cope with the dual threats of25 h6 & Bxd5.

c) Black has escaped into an endgame without material loss (he’s even a pawn up) but White now skilfully utilises his positional advantages (aggressively placed rooks, much greater king freedom) to secure an instructive victory.

d) Ensuring for some time the life of the restricting h pawn.

e) If 32...f4+ White’s united passed pawns would be unstoppable.

f) Freeing his king but it’s too late.

The Muses of Caissa, Goddess of Chess, are Ambition, Understanding, Memory, Imagination, Accuracy, Confidence, Courage, Caution and Patience.  In what degree have they inspired you? 

SOLUTION:  1 d5+! Bxd5  2 Rxd5! Rxd5  3 Bg2, Rd7/8  4 B moves, remaining on the h1/a8 diagonal.  Black cannot relieve the pin nor move his other rook off the d file without losing the pinned rook, leaving a drawn ending B v R.  Ideas involved include fork, deflection sacrifice and sacrifice to obtain a pin.

