CHESS    Sat  14  January  2006                             David  Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com     1

The 2005/2006 Australian Championships were completed earlier this week in Brisbane.  Here is a position from the Championship (Chandler-Humphries). Black played 1...Rbd8 and lost in another 15 moves.  Can you find a surprise move which gains Black genuine drawing chances (3 moves)?
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The Championship was won by Australia’s top player Ian Rogers, who is currently rated 308th in the world on 2547.  Ian scored 9/11, a point ahead of David Smerdon and Murray Chandler (Eng).  WA’s sole representative in the Championship Jay Lakner may be disappointed with his score of 4.5/11 but he almost certainly produced the most spectacular finish of the championships, sacrificing a knight and then his queen for mate:



           GREG  CANFELL   -   JAY  LAKNER



      2005/6 Xstrata Australian Championship, Rd 2



                    Sicilian:  Closed Variation



 1    e4  
c5  


 2    Nc3  
Nc6



 3    g3  
g6  


 4    Bg2  
Bg7



 5    d3  
Rb8  


 6    f4  
b5



 7    Nf3  
d6  


 8    0-0  
Bg4



 9    h3  
Bxf3  


10   Qxf3  
Nd4



11   Qd1  
e6 


12   Ne2  
Ne7



13   c3  
Nxe2+  

14   Qxe2  
0-0



15   Bd2(a)  
b4 


16   Be1 
bxc



17   bxc  
Qb6 


18   Rf2  
Qa5



19   Qc2 
Rb6 


20   g4  
Qa3



21   f5  
Bf6 


22   Qd2  
exf



23   exf 
g5!(b) 


24   Re2
Rfb8



25   Rc1 
Rb1 


26   Rc2 
h6



27   Kh2 
Kg7 


28   Bg3 
Qa6



29   Re3 
h5!(c) 


30   Qe2 
h4



31   Bf2 
d5 (d) 


32   Bf3(e) 
Qd6+



33   Kg2  
d4!(f) 


34   cxd 
Bxd4!!



35   Rxe7  
Qg3+!! 

White resigns(g)

a)  This passive development of the bishop hands Black the advantage.  15 Be3 with possibilities of d4 or (after ...b4) c4 appears better.

b)  Meeting the threat of 24 g5 and killing off White’s attempts to attack. 

c) Excellent play – with White disorganised and tied up on the queenside Black switches to the opposing wing. 

d) Now Black takes control of the centre.

e) Not 32 Rxe7+? Qd6+.

f)  Preparing the ensuing brillant sacrifices.

g) Deflecting the bishop to expose g1 – 36 Bxg3, Rg1+  37 Kh2, hxg3#.

  In the Junior Championship Ganesh Viswanath followed up last year’s strong performance with an equally good result this year.  After winning games 7-10 he had a chance of sharing first place. However a loss relegated him to =6th  with 7.5/11.  Tom Donaldson scored 6.5, Blair Slack-Smith 5 and Ryan Humphries 4.5. There is possibility of a girl becoming Australian Junior Champion for the first time after Angela Song (NSW) finished =1st with Justin Huang (NSW) – Justin defeating Angela in the final round.

   WA players scores in other events:  Major – Dennis Holland 5.5/11, Blair Slack-Smith 4.5, Richard Lilly 4, Ryan Humphries 3. (Blair and Ryan were certainly busy playing 22 games in two events over the fortnight.) Girls Under 18 – Verity Williams 3.5/11: Under 12 – William Williams 5.5/11.  Under 12 Girls – Veronica Williams 3.5/11. 

SOLUTION: 1...Rxf7!!  2 Qxf7, Rf8! (the old back row mate trick!) 3 Qxf8, Bxf8.

