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Van Wely – Aronian (Corus 2007): White in a winning position attempts to win Black’s h pawn with 1 Rh5.  Can you see how this blunder enabled Black to obtain a fortunate draw (3 moves)? 




[image: image1.png]7 | |
. »

©x 1
w T Y

»

P @ Y

= AT &




 
578

A fortnight ago I reported on the annual Corus Wijk aan Zee main event which featured a field of 14 high ranking GMs including world number 1 Vaselin Topalov and world champion Vladimir Kramnik.  Topalov lost his overall lead after defeat at the hands of Peter Svidler in round 11 and faced co-leader Teimour Radjabov in the final round. Their quick draw enabled Levon Aronian to catch the leaders on the line for a share of first place. (Readers may remember the Armenian top board Aronian as one of the men involved in the fracas at the Turin Olympiad centred on Australian chess international and Dancing with the Stars celebrity Arianne Caoili). Kramnik was the only unbeaten player, finishing 4th with 8/13, a half point behind the joint winners, while Norwegian teenager Magnus Carlsen (4.5) failed to win a game.  Continuing hostility between Kramnik and Topalov, which began during their world championship match, was apparent during their game with no introductory handshake and both players reluctant to offer a draw in a knight v pawn ending. Here is a game from the event showing a thematic piece sacrifice to open a file against the castled king:


ALEXANDER  MOTYLEV   -   PETER  SVIDLER



2007 Corus Wijk aan Zee, Round 8


Semi-Grunfeld Defence



 1     d4  
Nf6  


 2     c4  
g6



 3     f3  
d5  


 4     cxd  
Nxd5



 5     e4  
Nb6  


 6     Nc3  
Bg7



 7     Be3
0-0 


 8     Qd2  
Nc6



 9     0-0-0  
f5!  


10    e5  
Nb4



11    Nh3  
Be6 


12    Kb1  
Qd7



13    Nf4  
Bf7  


14    a3  
a5!



15    d5  
Bxe5  


16    axb4  
axb4



17    Nb5  
Ra5  


18    Bxb6  
cxb6



19    Qxb4  
Rfa8 


20    Rd4  
Bxd4



21    Qxd4  
Ra1+  


22    Kc2  
Rxf1!



23    Rxf1 
Qxb5 


24    Rc1  
Rd8



25    Qe5  
Bxd5  


26    Nxd5  
Rxd5



27    Qe6+  
Kf8  


28    Qc8+  
Kf7



White resigns

The 2007 Australian Junior Championships, held in Canberra which attracted a record entry of 212, seem to have been organised especially well. The most successful of WA’s strong contingent of players who all performed well was one of the youngest. Nine year old Ryan Sam gained first place Under 10 in both the Rapid Play and the Lightning events and finished 1st= Under 10 place in the Under 12 competition before losing a lightning play-off after halving the 2 game Rapid Play play-off.  The other notable achievements were the winning of the inaugural Australian Junior Problem Solving Championship by Ganesh Viswanath (mentioned last week) and Tom Donaldson’s =3rd place with 6/7 in the Australian Junior Rapid Play Championship.  WA players’ scores: Under 18 (85 players) – Miles Haselgrove 6.5/11 (=19th), Tom Donaldson & Ganesh Viswanath 6, Shyam Balaji 4.5, Thomas Edland 4:  Under 18 Girls (25 players) - Veronica Williams 5.5/11, Verity Williams 5, Melanie Chow 4.5: Under 12 (78 players) – Ryan Sam 7.5/11 (=5th), William Williams 6.5, Ben Edland 6.

SOLUTION:  the blunder 1 Rh5? enabled Black to play the surprising 1…Rxd1+! drawing.   If 2 Kxd1, Kf7!(threatening 3…Bxg4+  forking king and rook) 3 Rh4, Kxg7, a comfortable draw with B + 2P v R + P.


