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Nine year old Ryan Sam has shown the benefits of competing in the Australian Junior Championships in January where he gained first place in both the Under 10 Rapid Play and Lightning events and tied first for the Under 10 Championship (losing the play- off) with his play and concentration levels vastly improved.  In the Gufeld Cup, the WA Grand Prix event held over Easter, Ryan, with a rating of 1186, faced two players rated 2000+, two 1900+ and two 1600+, scoring 3/6.  His game against WA’s top junior Tom Donaldson from Albany shows his  flair for combinative ideas. Tom (Black), with a positionally won game, played 1…Bc5.  How did Ryan show this to be a mistake (3 moves)?
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The Gufeld, with a number of the state’s top players among its 26 contestants, was won by Laurent Vilaseca, a 25 year old from Switzerland in Perth on a half year language course.  Results: 1st Laurent Vileseca (5.5/6), 2nd Andrew Kuklinski (5), =3rd Andrew Hardegen, Miles Haselgrove (4.5): Under 1850 1st Robert Galvin (4), 2nd Joel Rufin: Under 1400 =1st Ryan Sam, Gary Donaldson (3).  Here is the winner’s exciting game from Round 2:
JOHN  LEE   -   LAURENT  VILASECA
2007 Gufeld Cup, Round 2

Queens Gambit, Slav Defence

1. d4           d5 

2. Nf3        Nf6

3. c4           c6 


4. Nc3       dxc

5. e4(a)      b5    

6. e5          Nd5

7. a4           e6 


8. Qc2       Qa5 

9. Bd2        Bb4(b) 

10. Ne4     Bxd2+

11. Nfxd2  0-0 

12. Be2     Qb6

13. Nf3      Nd7 

14. Neg5   g6(c)
15. Qe4     Re8 

16. Qh4     Nf8

17. Qh6(d) Qa5+ 

18. Kf1      a6

19. h4(e)    Ra7 

20. h5        Qc7

21. Nxh7!   Rxh7 

22. hxg      fxg

23. Qxg6+  Kf8 

24. Ng5     Re7

25. Ra3       c3! 

26. Rh3!    Rg7(f)
27. Nxh7+?(g) Nxh7    
28. Rf3+    Rf7

29. Qh6+    Kg8 

30. Rg6+    Rg7

31. Rh3      Rh7 

32. Rg3+    Rg7
33. Rh3      Rh7(h) 

34. Rg3+    Qg7!!

White resigns

a) Rather than 5…a4 to regain the pawn White makes it a real gambit gaining a strong centre and prospects of a kingside attack in compensation.

b) Black’s attempted pressure on c3 will leave him weak on the black squares after the exchange of bishops.

c) Worth considering was 14…Qa5+ 15.Kf1 f5! 16.Nxe6 Re8 17. Neg5 N7b6 leaving White disorganised. 
d) An alternative plan now or later was Ne4 heading for d6.

e) White’s kingside attack is very threatening.

f) If 26…Nf4 27.Rf3 Nxg5 28.Rxf4+ Rf7 (not 28…Nf7 29.Rxc3 with a winning attack) 29.Qxg5 Rxf4 (not 29…cxb 30.Qh6+ Kg8 31.Rg3+ Rg7 32 Rf8+!! Kxf8 33.Qh8+) 30.Qxf4+ winning.  

g)White misses 27.Rf3+ (27…Nhf6 28.Qh6 wins) 27…Ndf6 28.Nxh7+ Rxh7 29.Qxf6+ Rf7 30.Qh8+ Ke7 31.Rxf7+ Kxf7 32.Bh5+ Ke7 33.Qe8#.
h) It seems White has gained a draw.

i) 35.Rxg7+ Raxg7 and White’s queen is lost – queen moves 36…Rh1#.

SOLUTION: After 1…Bc5 play continued 2.Qc2! Bxd4 3.Qxc8! winning rook for bishop (3…Rxc8 4.Rxc8+ mating).  Black played 3…Qd8 but was unable to hold the ending after the queen exchange.
