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Gary Lane is one of a number of Australia’s top performers who was born abroad.  Originally from the UK, Gary is an IM, an Australian Olympiad representative and a prolific writer.  Black v Delanoy (Hastings 1988/9), his attack climaxes with a fine sacrifice:
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Australia’s leading player for many years is GM Ian Rogers. Born in Australia, Ian divides his time between competing in tournaments throughout the world and participating in events at home.  Trawling through a number of chess web sites last week I was delighted to find the following brilliant game of Ian’s from IM Malcolm Pein’s excellent chess column in the Telegraph (UK):

I  ROGERS   -   R  BERZINSH

2007 National Club Championship (UK)

Nimzo-Indian Defence: Classical Variation

1.d4              Nf6 

2.c4 

e6

3.Nc3            Bb4 

4.Qc2 

c5

5.dxc             Bxc5 

6.Nf3 

Qb6

7.e3               Qc7 

8.a3 

b6

9.b4               Be7        
10.Bb2 
a6

11.Be2           Bb7 

12.0-0 

d6

13.Rac1         Nbd7(a) 
14.Rfd1 
Rc8

15.Qb1          Qb8 

16.Qa1 
0-0

17.Rd4          Qa8(b) 

18.Rcd1 
Rfe8

19.Ne1(c)      Ne5 

20.Na4 
Ned7

21.Rxd6!!(d) Bxd6 

22.Rxd6 
Qb8

23.Rxb6!       Nxb6 

24.Nxb6 
Rcd8

25.Be5          Qa7 

26.c5(e) 
Rd2

27.Kf1          Bc6 

28.Bxf6 
gxf6

29.Qxf6        Bb5 

30.Bxb5 
axb5
31.Nf3          Rc2 

32.Nd4 
Qxa3

33.Qg5+       Kh8
 
34.Qe5+ 
Kg8

35.g4!(f)      Qa1+ 

36.Kg2 
Rc1

37.Nd7         Rg1+ 

38.Kh3 
Qf1+

39.Kh4         Qxf2+ 

40.Kh5 
f6(g)

41.Nxf6+      Kf7 

42.Nxe8 
resigns(h)

a) Black has set up the resilient Hedgehog defensive system.

b) Both sides have employed the Reti queen/bishop battery aimed at the opposing castled king.

c) To break the pressure on f3 with Bf3.

d) A deep plan involving the double exchange sacrifice.

e) White has enduring pressure with threats against f6 and Black’s queen out of play.

f) White values his knights too highly to play 35.Nxc2 Qd3+.  Now White’s king can not only escape Black’s checks but also join in White’s own attack.

g) If 40…Ra1 41.Nc6 Ra2 42.Ne7#.

h) After 42…Kxe8 43.Qxe6+ Black isolated king is helpless against White’s queen and knight.

The WA Allegro Championship (23 competitors) was won by Michael Horstmann with 7/9.  Equal second were Tim Hare and Michael Wilkins (6). First in the Under 1800 grouping was Alex Janeski (6) followed by Joel Rufin (5.5) while junior Chris Boni (6) won the Under 1500 section.

SOLUTION :  1…Nf3! (threat 2…Qg1+! mating): after 2.Rxf3 Qg7#. 
