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          Readers may have seen the news in the West last month that
          former world champion Garry Kasparov has been chosen as 
          the Other Russia opposition party’s candidate for the 
          presidential election next year. Kasparov gained 379 of the 
          494 votes in defeating five other candidates including a former
          prime minister and a former head of the Central Bank. A look 
          back at one of Kasparov’s winning combinations- White v
          ‘The Great Dane’ Bent Larsen, 1987 (3 moves).
I had intended to show a victory by new world champion Viswanathan Anand from the Mexico tournament but going through all the games I saw the following all Russian game between wooden spoonist Alexander Grischuk and Peter Svidler. It’s a breathtaking game with White gambitting three pawns and following up with a piece sacrifice:

Alexander  Grischuk  -  Peter  Svidler

2007 World Championship, Round 6

Queens Gambit, Semi-Slav, Moscow Gambit

1.Nf3        d5          2.d4            Nf6 

3.c4           c6          4.Nc3         e6

5.Bg5        h6          6.Bh4         dxc

7.e4           g5          8.Bg3         b5 

9.Be2        Bb7        10.h4          g4 

11.Ne5      h5          12.0-0(a)    Nbd7

13.Qc2      Nxe5      14.Bxe5     Bg7

15.Bg3      Qxd4      16.Rfd1     Qc5

17.Bd6      Qb6        18.a4(b)     a6

19.e5         Nd7        20.a5         Qa7
21.Ne4!     c5(c)      22.Ng5!!    Nxe5
23.Bxe5     Bxe5      24.Bxc4!    bxc4
25.Qa4+     Kf8        26.Rd7(d)  Bd5!
27.Rd1!      Bd4(e)   28.Rxa7(f) Rxa7
29.b3          Kg7(g ) 30.bxc4      Ba8
31.Qc2       g3          32.Rxd4!    cxd4
33.Qe2       gxf2+     34.Qxf2     Rd8
35.Qg3       Kf8        36.Qe5       Ke8(i)

37.Nxe6(j) fxe6       38.Qh8+     Ke7
39.Qg7+     Ke8       40.Qh8+     Ke7 
41.Qg7+     DRAW
a) White has better development for the pawn and has created weaknesses in the black position. The black king will find it difficult to find shelter.                                                                      

b) This makes queenside castling too dangerous.                             

c) If 21…Nxe5 22.Bc5 Qb8 23.Nd6+.                                                                              

d) Threatening 27.Rxf7+ Kg8 28.Qd7 - threat 29.Rg7+ Bxg7 30.Qf7#.  Black’s only defence is to give up his queen.                                 
e) Threat 28…g3.                                                                                        

f) 28.b3 Qb8 (28…cxb 29.Rxa7 Rxa7 30.Rxd4 cxd4 31.Qxd4) 29.Rxf7+ Kg8 30.bxc4 was a strong alternative.                                                                                                         

g) If now 29...g3 30.Rxd4 cxd4 31.bxc4. 
h) Black has rook, bishop and pawn for queen but White’s queen and knight can combine well in attacking Black’s unsafe king.                              

i) Playing for a win leads to disaster - 36...d3 37.Nh7+ Ke8 38.Nf6+ Ke7 39.Qc5+ Kxf6 40.Qg5#: Black can secure a draw with 36...Rad7! 37.Qh8+ Ke7 38.Qg7 d3!! 39.c5 Re8 40.Qxf7+ Kd8 41.Nxe6+ Rxe6 42.Qxe6 d2.

j) After his brilliant play White lets the win slip: 37.Qh8+ Ke7 38.Qg7 d3 (38…Rf8 39.Nxe6 Kxe6 40.Qxf8 Rd7 41.Qxa8 d3 42.Qe4+ wins) 39.Qxf7+ Kd6 40.Qxa7 d2 41.Nf7+ Kc6 42.Qb6+ Kd7 43.Qxd8+ Kc6 44.Qc8#.

The Yokine Fair at 61 Woodrow Ave. on Sunday 28 October will include an Adult v Child Chess Challenge and a Chess Joke Competition. Why not attend and participate? Enquiries Steven Pearson of the Maccabi Chess Club 0411 830 569. 

SOLUTION: 1.Qxg6!  if 1…fxg6 2.Nf6+ (also 2.Ne7+ 3.Nxg6#) Kh8 3.Nf7# (an attractive two knight mate) or 1…hxg5 2.Nf6+ Kh1 3.Qh7#.

