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         A further look at the brilliance of
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    David Janowski (White v Steel 1893):
 a startling first move leads to a speedy mate:
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The 2017 European Teams Championship played last month in Greece resulted in victory for Azerbaijan (+6 =2 -1) who finished ahead of Russia (+7 -2) on tie-break with Ukraine third, also on tie-break ahead of Croatia (both +6 =1 -2).  Russia were comfortable winners in the Womens with Georgia second and Ukraine third.  One player who was very instrumental in Azerbaijan's win was  Rauf Mamedov who scored 8/9 (+7 =2) and gained the Board 4 prize. Here is his important win against Russia in which he plays a brilliant positional queen sacrifice, then a number of moves a rook down before winning the endgame:
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Rauf Mamedov vs Daniil Dubov
2017 European Teams Championship
Sicilian, Rossolimo Attack
1.e4 

c5  

2.Nf3 

Nc6
3.Bb5 

g6  

4.0-0 

Bg7
5.Re1 

Nf6 

6.e5 

Nd5
7.Nc3 

Nc7  

8.Bxc6 
dxc6
9.Ne4 

b6  

10.Nf6+! 
Kf8
11.Ne4 
Bg4  

12.d3!! 
Bxe5
13.Nxe5!! 
Bxd1  

14.Bh6+ 
Kg8(a)
15.Nxc6 
Bxc2(b)  
16.Nxc5!! 
bxc5  
17.Nxd8 
Rxd8  

18.Rxe7 
Ne6
19.Re1! 
Ba4  

20.Rxa7 
Bc6
21.h4 

Ra8  

22.Rxe6! 
fxe6
23.Rc7! 
Rd8(c)  
24.Rxc6 
Kf7  


Rauf Mamedov
25.Rc7+ 
Ke8  

26.Bg5 
Rb8

27Re7+ 

Kf8  
28.Bf6 
Ra8

29.a3 

h5  

30.Rc7 

Rg8
31.f4 

Ke8  

32.Kf2 
Rb8

33.Be5 

Rb3  
34.Ke3 
Kd8

35.Rxc5(d)   
Rb7  

36.Bc3 

Ra7  
37.Bb4 
Kd7  

38.Rg5 
Kc6  

39.Ke4 

Rf7  
40.Rc5+ 
Kb6    

41.Re5 
Re8  

42.Ba5+ 

Kc6  
43.Bc3 
Rf5  

44.g3 

Kd7  

45.Ra5 

Rxa5  
46.Bxa5 
Ra8  

47.Bb4 
Rc8 

48.Bc3 

Ra8
49.Ke5 
Ra6  

50.Kf6 
Rd6  

51.Kxg6 

Rxd3  
52.Kxh5 
Rxg3  

53.a4 

Kc6  

54.Be5 

Rg1
55.Kh6 
Ra1 

56.h5 

Rxa4  

57.Kg6 

Ra1  
58.Bf6

 resigns.
a) If 13...Ke8 14.Nxc6 (threatening 15.Nf6#) 14...e6/Kd7/Ne6 15.Nxd8 and White is a piece up. 14...f5 appears to save the piece but after 15.Nxd8 fxe4 (15...Bxc2 16.Nd6+ winning)16.Raxd1 Rxd8 17.Rxe4 with White a pawn up & with the better position.
b) If 15...Qd7 16.Nf6+! exf6 17.Nxe7+ Qxe7 18.Rxe7  Nd5 19.Re5 with a winning advantage.
c) Black gives up a piece to free his imprisoned king and rook. If 23...Bd5 (23...Be8 loses a rook to 24.Rg7+ Kf8 25.Ra7+) White has a passed a pawn and can activate his king. (White can always draw with Rg7+ / Rxh7+ / Rg7+.)
d) White now has a material advantage and his extra pawns decide the game.  
CHRISTMAS OPEN: WA's top rated player Tristan Boyd again won the Christmas Open with 5.5/6, closely followed by Patrick Gong (5) with Ihsan Ferozkohi & Adam Kelly (4.5) =3rd .  Under 2000 Rating prizes were won by Gordon Dunlop and junior Reb Fu (4) and the Under 1300 by Alan White, junior Henry Geronimo and WA Girls' champion Celine Ong (2.5).
SOLUTION:  1.Qh6 (similar move to last week): threat 2.Qxh7# & if 1...gxh6 2.Nd5+ mating.
