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  Black to play and win:
WHY  STUDY  OPENINGS?
Every art or sport needs its share of eccentrics. The UK chess community has just lost one with the recent death of Michael Basman (1946-20220), a tireless worker for the game over many years. Perhaps his greatest contribution has been the creation of the UK Chess Challenge in 1996 with now over 40,000 junior competitors taking part yearly. He was also the writer of eight chess books,
including Play the St George Defence (1.e4 a6 2.d4 e6), The Killer Grob (1.g4) and Chess for Kids.
Basman was known for his eccentric play in the openings with the use of, besides the St George and the Grob, the Borg (the Grob as Black, 1.e4 g5), 1.h4 and the Creepy Crawly Defence (1...a6, 2...h6). A famous game with the St George was Tony Miles' victory with the defence against then world champion Anatoly Karpov in 1980.
Basman never became a Grandmaster (awarded International Master title 1980) but defeated a number of GMs during his career. His greatest success was =1st in the 1973 British Championship, although he lost the subsequent play-off to William Hartson.
The KINGSLEY OPEN, today and Sunday, 12-13 November at N Woodvale Primary, will be the next WA GP event. See cawa.org.au, contact Dylan Gough chessnut36@gmail.com or 0402 747 737.
SOLUTION: 1...Qa3+ 2.Kb1 f1=Q! 3.Bxf1 Qc1+ 4.Ka2 Qxc2+ & mates: if 3.Rxf1 Kc3 mates. White's rook and bishop were both overworked, the rook defending against f1=Q and Kc3 and the bishop defending f1 and c2.
