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 	     Gukesh Dommaraju 
        vs Ding Liren  		        
  World Ch 2024 Game 11			    Gukesh				
    White to play and win:   

                     WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP – THE HOLDER   
   The world championship will be played between November 25 and December 15 in Geneva, Switzerland, featuring world champion Gukesh Dommaraju (India) and twenty-year-old Javokhir Sindarov (Uzbekistan). Fourteen games are scheduled with time limits of two hours for 40 moves followed by 30min + 30sec increments to conclude. Should the match be level at 7-7 Rapid games will be used to find a winner (and then Blitz and Armageddon if necessary).
    Gukesh became the youngest ever winner of the title at 18 when he defeated the defending champion Ding Liren in 2024 by 7.5-6.5 (+3 =9 -2). He had previously won the eight-player 2024 Candidates Tournament in Toronto to qualify for a tilt at the title with 9/14, just ahead of Americans Hikaru Nakamura and Fabiano Caruana, a previous challenger to Magnus Carlsen, and Russian Ian Nepomniachtchi, who had twice been challenger to Carlsen before Carlsen voluntarily gave up the title.
    Unfortunately Gukesh’s results gradually deteriorated after winning the title resulting in a drop in ratings from 2794 (in top five) to present day 2703 (28th). It is hoped he will be able to show his real form in the forthcoming match just as Ding managed to do after going through a period of depression and loss of form before his defence. 
   Some of Gukesh’s major tournament successes include: - won Classic, Rapid and Blitz Under 12 at 2018 World Youth Championships; 2019 GM title aged 12, the second youngest at the time; 2022 & 2024 Olympiad Bd 1 individual gold medal; 2023 became India’s top rated player, leapfrogging Vishy Anand who had been No 1 for 37 years. 

SOLUTION: 1.Qxc6! resigns: if 1…bxc3 2.Rxb8 winning back the queen and remaining a piece ahead; if 1…Qxc6 2.Bxc6 and again White is a piece ahead.
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