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		Anatoly Karpov vs
Miguel Najdorf 1982 
		White to play and mate
 in 5:




			    
             
	   	   ‘ SOME  HAVE  GREATNESS  THRUST  UPON  THEM’	    
    In a series spread over a number of years I have described the personalities and matches of the world championship from Wilhelm Steinitz onwards. This year columns have featured the two Tigran Petrosian – Boris Spassky matches and the Spassky – Bobby Fischer match. Fischer (USA) was due to defend his title in 1975 against the Russian challenger Anatoly Karpov who had defeated Lev Polugaevsky 5.5-2.5, Boris Spassky 7-4 and Viktor
[image: ]Korchnoi 12.5-11.5 (all USSR) in 1974. Fischer, in 
negotiations with FIDE proposed the match be played 
with the victor the first to win 10 games. FIDE was 
prepared to accept this proposal but would not agree to 
a further demand that, if the score were level on 9 wins
 each, the world champion would retain the title. Previous 
precedents were the Steinitz – Emmanuel Lasker match
 in 1984 in NY, Philadelphia and Montreal in which the 
victor was first to 10 wins and the Jose Raul Capablanca 
– Alexander Alekhine match in 1927 in Havana in which 
the victor would be the first to win 6 games but the match               Fischer 	          Karpov
would end with the champion (Capablanca) retaining the title if the score reached 5 wins each. With FIDE unprepared to give in to this major Fischer demand the American resigned the title and Karpov was proclaimed world champion on 3rd April 1975.
     While Karpov gained the title without playing the then world champion he was undoubtedly the outstanding player of that period while Fischer had been completely inactive and opinion was divided on who would have won the proposed match. Besides his Candidates victories against other leading players his career was one of success after success including being the 1969 world junior champion (+9 =2), joint winner with Leonid Stein in the 1971 Alekhine Memorial in Moscow and runner-up in the 1973 Soviet Championship. 

SOLUTION: 1.Bg8+ Kh8 2.Bf7+! Kh7 3.Rh8+! Kxh8 4.Qe8+ Kh7 5.Qg8#. 
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