CHESS 2 August 2025 (Korchnoi)	      David Ellis  ellisd19@bigpond.com 043979860 
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      		          Victor Korchnoi v Andrei Petersen 1965
        			             White to play and mate in 4. 
   
	                          VIKTOR  THE  TERRIBLE 
Anatoly Karpov’s first challenger for the world title was Viktor Korchnoi who is considered by many to be the greatest player never to become world champion. Born in Leningrad in 1931 he endured the siege of Leningrad during which his father, who had taught him to play aged five, was killed. In 1947 he won the USSR Junior Championship He became USSR champion on four occasions, represented USSR in six Olympiads and won two Candidates in 10 attempts as well as winning a large number of international tournaments. He played three matches against Anatoly Karpov, the first in the 1974 Candidates Final to determine a challenger to Bobby Fischer, followed by two attempts to unseat Karpov in 1978 and 1981 after winning Candidate matches (more on these matches next week). He left USSR in 1978 because of the Russian chess establishment favouring Karpov in the 1974 match which left Korchnoi virtually no support. but his wife and son were only allowed to leave Russia in 1982. He became a Swiss citizen and played a number times on Board 1 for Switzerland in Olympiads. He won the World Senior Championship in 2006 and won the Swiss Championship aged 78 and 80, becoming the oldest player to become a national champion. He is also the eldest player to be ranked in the top 100. He suffered a stroke in 2012 but resumed playing in 2014. Throughout his life he defeated nine world champions, Botvinnik, Smyslov, Tal, Petrosian, Spassky, Fischer, Karpov, Kasparov and Carlsen with his record against Tal, +13 -4 =17, particularly impressive. His play was aggressive and he frequently faced time trouble over the board. He was an intense competitor and this occasionally resulted in unacceptable behaviour such as sweeping the pieces from the board after a loss. He died in Wohlen, Switzerland, in 2016, aged 85.                    			        

SOLUTION: 1.Qg7+ Ke8 2.Qxe7+!! Kxe7 3.Rg7+ Ke8 4.Nf6#.
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