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Lei Tingjie vs Tan Zhongyi
Black weaves a mating 
net; move 2 is the !!
(225 Womens World 
Cup 2025, Playoff for 3rd)
				 
 
 



INDIAN WOMEN ON TOP
I’ve delayed continuing the story of Viktor Korchnoi’s rivalry with Anatoly Karpov to concentrate on Women and Girls in the news.
[image: ]Firstly the Womens World Cup played in Georgia from 5th to 29th July. The tournament was a knockout over seven rounds with 107 players. Two game matches were played and, if no winner, two Rapidplay and two Blitz if necessary. The semifinals brought together two Chinese players, top seed Lei Tingjie and
Tan Zhongyi, against two Indians, Divya
Deshmukh and Humpy Koneru with the
Indians prevailing in both matches, Deshmukh
1.5-0.5 against Tan and Koneru 5-3 against
Lei in a match involving both Rapidplay and
Blitz as well as Classic. The playoff for third
was won by Tan 1.5-0.5 and the final won by
19-year-old Deshmukh2.5-1.5 against her 38-
year-old compatriot. This was the first time 
Indian players had reached the final in the three years the event has been staged and Deshmukh became the youngest winner as well as earning $50,000 and automatically becoming a Grandmaster. All three top placed players have earned qualification to the 2026 Womens Candidates.


UK JUNIOR CONTINUES RISE TO TOP
[image: ]I’ve written before about UK junior sensation Sivanadan Bodhana who in 2023 scored 10/10 when becoming the IK’s first youth champion in 25 
years, winning the World Girls Under 8 title (also winning 
the Rapidplay and Blitz, scoring 32/32). She has become the
tworld’s third highest rated junior under eight. She recently 
played in the Tournai Masters, Belgium, where she scored 
4.5/9, finishing =118th-152nd in a 276 field, earning her first 
Womens Grandmaster (WGM) norm and is well on the way
 to becoming an International Master (IM).
 

SOLUTION: 1…Qf1 2.Rxe6 (or 2.g4 Qf2! 3.gxf3 – 3.hxg hxg 4.gxf3 Rh6# - 3…gxh or 2.h5 Qh1+ 3.Kg4 f5+ and soon mates) 2…h5!! & mate next move. Tan missed this move but won the game	
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