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Austin Hamilton
vs  David Ellis
(Perth International
Open 2025).
Assess the position and 
decide on a move for Black. 
 
   PERTH  INTERNATIONAL  OPEN 
The Perth International Open with 38 players, played at the Manning Community Centre last weekend, Friday to Monday, attracted entries from a number of overseas players from (China, Malaysia, Singapore, Italy, Hungary, Serbia), as well as from other Australian states. The event also included a Minor tournament for players with a FIDE rating below 1700, again with 38 players. The tournament was a resounding success, well advertised, a spacious hall near shops for lunch and was  most efficiently run by International Arbiter and CAWA President Andrew Hardegen and his capable assistants. The games on the top five boards were relayed automatically online and those boards were predominantly made up of junior players. Winner was 17-year-old Zhang Zhi (China) with 6.5/7, runner-up Teh Rui Gen (WA) with 6pts, and equal third Andras Szijarto (Hungary, now living in Perth) and Huang Hui (WA).
The Minor tournament ended with three players sharing top spot, Roland Brockman (Vic), Liu Yi Zhe (Malaysia) and WA’s Wallace Sheridan, all on 5.5/7. 
On the Saturday evening a Blitz event (3min + 2sec) was staged with 40 players taking part. Winner was Grandmaster Temur Kuybokarov (WA), with 10.5/11, second was the Open winner Zhang Zhi (China) on 9 and third Tan Zhong Kai (Singapore) on 8.5. Fourteen-year-old Ashvin Balavignan (WA) was 5th with 8, an excellent result following an impressive =5th in the Open with 4.5/7. 
SOLUTION: Black is a pawn down, White has 2 passed pawns but his pawn structure is very fragmented making victory a long way off. However Black saw a chance to win the pawn back with 1…Rxc3+. Unfortunately this is a blunder – 2.Kxc3 f5+ 3.Kc2 Bxa1 4.Bb2! with a clear win with the Black king having to watch the a pawn while the White king devours Black’s pawns. 1…Ra4 was the best move.
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