CHESS 8 November 2025	             David Ellis  ellisd19@bigpond.com 043979860 
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        Andy Woodward vs Himal Gusain		  
      (World Cup 2025): how does White win?                 Andy Woodward           													          		   
[image: ]    BOTH AUSSIES INTO ROUND 2 OF WORLD CUP 
    The Chess World Cup began on November 1 in Goa with a 
knockout format of 206 players, fifty of whom are seeded and 
automatically advance to Round 2. Two Classic games are played 
each round and if level at 1-1 a further series of two games are 
played at increasing faster time limits to find a winner (15min + 
10sec, 5min + 3sec, 3min + 2sec).  The final winner, runner-up and 
third all gain entry to the 2026 Candidates to find a challenger to
 world champion Gukesh Dammaraju. 
     Two Australians qualified to compete: Bobby Cheng (Victoria), 
world Under 12 champion in 2001, Australian Open champion 2013 
and Australian champion 2016, and Temur Kuybukarov (WA), 
Australian Open champion 2017 & 2019, Australian champion 2019. 
Cheng (ranked 94th, 2596 rating) defeated Singaporian Jagadeesh 		        Bobby Cheng
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Siddharth (162nd, 2467) in their second game after a draw in Game 1. 
In Round 2 he faces Hungarian veteran Peter Leko (34th, 2666) who 
drew a world championship match with Vladimir Kramnik in 2004. 
Kuybukarov (131st, 2535), playing Slovenian Jan Subelj (126th, 2545), 
had a tougher assignment but won 2-0 in Rapidplay after the two 
Classic games were drawn. In Round 2 he is drawn to play Indian 
superstar Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu (3rd, 2771) who was runner-
up to Magnus Carlsen in the previous World Cup in 202		

    KINGSLEY JUNIOR CHESS FESTIVAL
   Juniors of all standards, even beginners, are invited to this event 
taking place at Duncraig SHS on 15 November from 1.00pm – 4.30pm.
Check out cawa.org.au for details and registration. This event is limited	   Temur Kuybokarov
to 150 players so get your entry in soon! 
  
   SOLUTION: You might have selected 1.Qxa8 expecting 1…Bxa8 2.e8=Q. Surprisingly this loses to 1…Rxe7! with dual threats of 2…Re1# & 2…Bxa8. Woodward (USA), aged 15, was aware of this and played 1.h3 winning. 																										
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