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       Ivan Cheparinov vs Angel Cordoba		    (World Cup 2025):White wins brilliantly.                 					   
       WORLD  CUP :  AUSSIE  KNOCKED  OUT  BY  THIRD  FAVOURITE    
[image: ]   In Rd 2 of the Chess World Cup in Goa WA’s Temur Kuybokarov faced the daunting prospect of taking on the world’s Number 7 rated player Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu who was last year’s runner-up and third favourite this year. He was finally 
beaten in a match that went to eight games. After two
 drawn Classic and a drawn Game 3 (15min + 10sec 
each), an early Pragg piece sacrifice in Game 4 was 
refuted by the West Australian before a slip in the 
frantic final stages allowed the Indian to escape with
 a perpetual check draw.  Temur then took the lead 
with a win in Game 5 (10min + 10sec) only for Pragg 
to even the score in Game 6. Pragg took the lead for
 the first time winning Game 7 (5min + 3sec). Game
 8 proved a tragedy for Temur who built up a winning 
position before losing in a final time scramble and losing the match 3-5. A bitter loss for Temur but all Australian followers of the game were thrilled by his efforts.
  Of interest was the progress of the youngest players. 14-year-old Yagiz Kaan Erdogmus (Turkey),
15-year-old Andy Woodward (USA) and 12-tear-old Fuastino Oro (Argentina) all progressed to Rd 2 but only Erdogmus progressed to Rd 3 where he was beaten by Richard Rapport (Hungary) 1.5-2.5 with Rapport successfully defending the final game for 50 moves with R v R+B.
   World Champion Gukesh Dommaraju (India) was defeated by Frederik Svane (Germany) 1.5-22.5. Svane had been in the first 11-game match in Rd 2 defeating Rauf Mammedov (Azerbaijan) as White in the Armageddon game (Black only needing to draw to advance). The second 11-game match saw Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (France), also as White, defeating Vladislav Artemiev (Russia) in the Armageddon game in Rd 3 after twice falling behind in the match.    
  
   SOLUTION: Cheparinov (Bulgaria) defeats his Colombian opponent with a sensational queen sacrifice: 1.Nxe5!! Rce8 (or 1…Rxc1) 2.Qf7+! Rxf7 3.Ng6#.	
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