CHESS November 22, 2025	David E;llis  04529798607  ellisd19@bigpond.com


[image: A person in a suit sitting at a table with chess pieces

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ]

       Sam Sevian (USA) vs 
      Lorenzo Lodici (Italy) 
       2025 World Cup Rd 5: 
    a rook down White brings			 Sam Sevian
       off an amazing victory 
                (7 moves).

                  WORLD  CUP  REACHES QUARTER-FINAL  STAGE 
[image: A person in glasses looking at a chess piece

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]This week the Chess World Cup in Goa reaches its final stages after Round 5 left eight players still in contention.  Of the top eight seeds - Gukesh Dommaraju (seeded 1 as world champion), Arjun Erigaisi, (India, 2), Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu (India, 3), Anish Giri (Netherlands, 4), Wesley So (USA, 5), Vincent Keymer (Germany, 6), Wei Yi (China, 7) Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Azbekistan, 8) – only Erigaisi and Wei Yi remain and they are paired together in the quarter-final. The other pairings are Javikhir Sindarov (Uzbekistan, 16) vs Jose Martinez (Mexico, 57), Nodirbek Yakubboev (28) vs Alexander Donchenko (Germany, 61) and Sam Shankland (USA, 48) vs Andrey Esipenko (Russia, playing under FIDE flag, 27). Of the original 206 field India has only one player left from its original 24 starters while USA also has only one from its 12 starters. The pressure mounts on the players remaining with the top three earning places in next year’s Candidates tournament to find a challenger to Gukesh. Full report on finals next week.
Quote from French No 2 Maxime Vachier-Lagrave who
won an Armageddon game for a 6-5 victory in Rd 3 but was 
beaten 1.5-2.5 in Rd 4: “Some of the players show more emotion. 
I actively try not to but it’s easier now. When I was younger, of 
course, every game would be a matter of life or death. Now it’s 
really not the same. I’m still obviously motivated and trying my 
best but at the end of the day one game doesn’t change the course 
of history.” 

SOLUTION: 1.Nxg5!! Rxf2+ 2.Qxf2 Bxf2 3.Bxe6+ Kf8 
(3…Kh8 4.Ng6#) 4.Nh7+ Ke8 5.Bd7+ Ke7 6.Nc6+ Kd7			MVL
7.Nxb4 & wins.  
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