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    Alexander Donchenko vs Le Quang Liem  		           Donchenko
        2025 World Cup Rd 5: White plays a 
 brilliant combination (4 moves):

                  			  WORLD  CUP  FINALS
The quarterfinals of the World Cup brought together players from all over the world with only one country represented by two players. Up for grabs were three places in the 2026 Candidates Tournament to find a challenger to world champion Gukesh Dommaraju. 	Results: Quarterfinals – Javokhir Sindarov (Uzbekistan) defeated Jose Martinez (Mexico) 3.5-2.5; Nodirbek Yakubboev (Uzbekistan) def Alexander Donchenko (Germany) 1.5-0.5; Andrey Esipenko (Russia, playing under FIDE flag) def Sam Shankland 4-2; Wei Yi (China) def Arjun Erigaisi (India) 2.5-1.5.
Both Semifinals were decided in the first two tiebreak games with Sindarov defeating Martinez 2.5-1.5 and Wei Yi defeating Esipenko 2.5-1.5. For Esipenko it was a final game loss that might haunt him for the rest of his life when, with R + N + 3p vs R + N + 1p, he first missed a clear win that would have put him into the final and then failed to notice a knight attack on his rook.
Match for 3rd: Esipenko defeated Yakubboev 2-0 which qualified him for the Candidates and did much to diminish the agony of his blunder against Wei Yi. After the victory he said, “This is probably the best moment of my chess career but I am so exhausted! I played 30 games in this tournament”.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]          Final: Sindarov and Wei Yi drew 
both their Classic games taking the match 
to tiebreaks. After a further draw Sindarov
won a fluctuating fourth game with both
players down to seconds on their clocks.
Congratulations to Sindarov, at 19 the 
youngest ever winner and to Wei Yi and
Esipenko who join him in next year’s 
Candidates.
                              Sindarov (L) vs Wei Yi


SOLUTION: 1.Qg7+!! Rxg7 2.fxg7+ Kg1 3.Nf6+ Kxg7 4.Nxd5. A fitting final game of a hard-fought match with Le twice winning with Black to avoid elimination before losing 3.5-4.5. 
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