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  Greg Shahade vs Levy Rozman  		    Levy Rozman
     (2021, 5min + 1sec): Black to play & win:

           WHAT  IS  A  CHESS  INFLUENCER? 
In my report on the USA-India match in October, mention was made that one board was played between ‘Influencers’. Also, in news of the death of 29-year-old American Daniel Naroditsky, Naroditsky was described as an ‘Influencer’. It seems that the broad description of a ‘Chess Influencer’ is someone who is likely to be a media personality, streamer or content creator who uses their live presence to popularise the game of chess. They create entertaining, informative and educational content which fosters a sense of community and interaction around the sport. While they are likely to be talented players, their own chess-playing career is likely to play second fiddle or be put aside to their raison d’etre of popularising the sport and improving playing standards. 
IM Levy Rozman, the USA ‘Influencer’ in the match v India is known online as Gothamchess. He produces articles on Twitch, Facebook, TikTok, Instagram and YouTube. He gained his IM (International Master) title in 2018 and achieved a peak rating of 2421 but he stepped aside from competitive chess to concentrate on streaming with his YouTube channel gaining rapid popularity during the Covid pandemic and becoming the first chess channel to surpass one billion views. 
While pursuing a degree in statistics and quantitative modelling, he successfully approached local schools to coach children for tournaments. He has written several books including ‘Guide for Beginners and Beyond’ which was the 4th in the New York Times Best Seller List of 2023 in the category ‘Advice, How To …’. In 2021 he set up the Rozman Scholarship through which he donates $100,000 to schools ($5000 to $1500 a time for an individual school) to meet the costs of training, tournament fees and travel expenses. Truly Rozman can be seen as a perfect example of what a ‘Chess Influencer’ is. 

SOLUTION: 1…g4! 2.Qxf5 Rxd1+ 3.Kh2 Rxf5 and Black wins a rook with a ‘Zwischenzug’, a surprise in-between capture with threat before the expected recapture of the queen. If 2.Qxg4 Qxg4 3.hxg4 Rxd1+ or 2.hxg4 Qxh5 3.gxh5 Rxd1+. 
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