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 Magnus Carlsen  vs  Alireza Firouzja 		       Magnus Carlsen
 (Rapidplay 2025): White mates in 3  
   
                  		   CANDIDATES  QUALIFIERS
   After recent tournament results here are the eight qualifiers for the 2026 Candidates Tournament to find a challenger to world champion Gukesh Dommaraju. The event will be held in Cyprus from 28 March to 16 April and will be a 14-round double round-robin played with Classic time controls:
   Hikaru Nakamura (USA), aged 37, ranked 2 in the world behind former champion Magnus Caelsen with a rating of 2812. With Carlsen not interested in competing, Nakamura qualifies as the highest rated player though he had to play in three recent lesser tournaments to meet the requirement to play 40 Classic games in a year (technically he has not yet qualified but it seems impossible for anyone else to leapfrog him in rating). 
   Fabiano Caruana (USA), aged 33, ranked 3, 2795 rating, qualified by winning the 2024 FIDE Circuit (a number of tournaments played throughout year) just ahead of Indian Arjun Erigaisi. Caruana a former Candidates winner lost to Carlsen in Rapidplay tiebreaks after the 12 game match produced 12 draws in 2018.
   Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu (India), aged 20, ranked 7, rating 2761 qualified by winning the 2025 FIDE Circuit, clinching his place this month with 1st – 3rd in London Chess Classic Open.
   Anish Giri (Netherlands), aged 31, ranked 8, rating 2760, qualified by winning 2025 Grand Swiss.
   Wei Yi (China), aged 26, ranked 9, 2754 rating, qualified with 2nd place in 2025 World Cup.
   Javokhir Sindarov (Uzbekistan), aged 20, ranked 22, rating 2726, qualified by winning 2025 World Cup. 
   Andrey Esipenko (Russia but playing under FIDE flag), aged 23, ranked 31, rating 2699.
qualified by coming 3rd in 2025 World Cup. 
   Matthias Bluebaum (Germany), aged 28, ranked 39, rating 2679, qualified by coming second in 2025 Grand Swiss.

SOLUTION: 1.Qg8+!! Rxg8 2.f8=N+! Kh8 3.Rh7# (Brilliant! Motifs - Queen Sacrifice, Underpromotion, Double Check).
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