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     Praggnanandhaa vs  Bluebaum, Candidates 2026:		    
           		        can you find a saving move for Black? 

     2026  CANDIDATES,  A  ONE-HORSE  RACE
[image: ]The Candidates Tournament, to find a challenger to world champion Gukesh Dommaraju, played in Cyprus between March 28 and April 16, ended in a conclusive victory for Javokhir Sindarov (Uzbekistan) who finished with an unbeaten 10 /14. Sindarov, aged 20, winner of the 2025 FIDE World Cup, blitzed the field
in a superb performance, well ahead of the rest of the
contestants. He reached halfway with an outstanding
score of 6 /7 (+5 =2), building up a 1.5 lead over
Fabiano Caruana, a margin that increased to 2 points
When Caruana lost to fellow American Hikaru 
Nakamura in Rd 8. Caruana (USA), ranked 3rd in the	
world, had been expected to have a good chance of
winning, having won the 2018 Candidates followed
by drawing all 12 games in the world championship 
match against then defending champion Magnus 
Carlsen before losing 0-3 in Rapidplay deciders.
However after losing to Sindarov in Rd 4 Caruana 
was unable to make any headway in the second half 
with a draw against the Uzbek in Rd 11 and he finished 	         Sindarov
with 7.5 . Other scores: Anish Giri (Netherlands, winner of the 2025 FIDE Grand Swiss) 8.5 , Wei Yi (China) 7, Hikaru Nakamura, ranked world number 2, 6.5,  Matthias Bluebaum (Germany)  and Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu (India) 6,  Andrey Esipenko (Russia) 4.5. Already many pundits are tipping Sindarov to win the forthcoming 14-game world championship match against Gukesh later this year. 

The BUNBURY OPEN will be played on May 2nd & 3rd. This tournament is open to non-CAWA members as well as members. Check details on cawa.org.au
 
SOLUTION: 1…Bd3!! (clearance sacrifice) now if 2.Qxd3 Qb8+ winning the rook. The game finished 2.Qe5 Rf7 (not 2…Qb8 3.Rg7+ Kh8 4.Rc7+ Kg8 5.Qg7#) 3.Ra8+ Rf8 (not 2…Kh7 3.Rh8+ Kg6 4.Rg8+ Kh5 5.g4+ Kh4 6.Qg3#) 4.Ra7 Rf7 5.Ra8+ Rf8  draw

My Unremarkable Chess Career, Year 5
		
The school chess library at Truro School consisted of some magazines, a book on the 1948 World Championship, won by Botvinnik, and Nimzovitsch’s My System and Chess Praxis which 
were the inspiration to try out the Nimzovitsch Defence for the first time.
 
I F Grix (Devon) v David Ellis (Cornwall)  
		County Match, Bd 7, January 1958 (36 moves in 90min)	
		Nimzovitsch Defence: Advance Variation
1.e4		Nc6		2.d4		d5		3.e5		Bf5
4.c3		Qd7		5.Nf3		f6		6.Bb5		e6
7.0-0 		a6		8.Qa4		Rb8		9.Bxc6		Qxc6
10.Qxc6	bxc6		11.b4		c5!		12.dxc		Bxc5
13.Nbd2	Ba7		14.Nb3	Ne7		15.Re1		Rf8
16.exf		gxf 62		17.Nbd4	e5		18.Ne2		Kf7
19.Ng3	Bd7		20.Bd2		Rh8		21.a4 		Bb6
22.h3 		h5		23.Nh4	Rbg8		24.Be3		Bxe3 78
25.Rxe3	e4		26.Kh2	f5		27.Ne2		Ng6
28.Nxg6	Rxg6		29.Nf4		Rd6		30.a5		Be6
31.Rd1		h4		32.Rd4		Rg8		33.Kg1	Kf6
34.Kh2	Ke5		35.Nxe6	Rxe6		36.g3		hxg+
37.fxg		f4		38.gxf+	Kxf4		39.Re1		Rc6
40.Rxd5	Rxc3		41.Rh5		
Adjudicated BLACK  WIN at end of play
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