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     Bibisara Assaubayeva
        vs Humpy Konera
           (Norway 2026):
        White wins quickly.				Bibisara Assaubayeva

     	             CARLSEN  FAILS  BACK  IN   NORWAY 
[image: A person in a blue suit

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]This year’s Norway Chess, played between May 25 to June, moved from Stavanger to Oslo with six leading players competing in a double-round -robin with a time control of 120 mins with a 10 sec increment starting at move 41 with the winner scoring 3 points. In the event of a draw each player receives 1 pt and an
 Armageddon game is played with same colours 
with White having 10 min + 1 sec increment
and Black 7 mins + 1 sec and needing only to draw; 
a further half point is gained by the successful player 
(White win / Black win or draw). Favourite was 
world number 1 Magnus Carlsen (Norway) who had 
won the event 7 times of the 14 years it has been
played. However this was not to be his year with 
four losses. Early leader was Firouzja (France) 
before being overtaken by Wesley So (USA). So 
needed to win his last round game to take the crown 
but drew in Classic before beating Firouzja in the
Rapid game. Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu (India), 
after being in last place after six rounds, won his 			Pragg		
final four classic games in a row to pip So by a point. 	Scores: Pragg 18, So 17, Firouzja 15.5, Carlsen 12, Vincent Keymer (Germany) 11. World champion Gukesh Dommaraju (India) 8. During his Rd 5 game against So, Carlsen, a soccer fanatic, asked if one monitor could be switched to the Paris Saint Germain vs Arsenal, European Cup Final.
A similar event was held for six leading female players. Winner was Bibisara Assaubayeva (Kazakhstan) with 16.5, clinching the title in the penultimate round. Second was fast finisher Zhu Jiner (China) with 16 after defeating Assubayeva in the final round. Other scores: 2025 winner Anna Mizchuk (Ukraine)15, women’s world champion Ju Wenjun (China) 13.5, the youngest player at 20 Divya Deshmukh (India) 10, Humpy Konera (India) 9.

SOLUTION: 1.Qxd6! Black resigns (1…Rxd6 2.Re8+ Kg7 3.Rg8#). At the age of 17 Assaubayeva won the first of three Womens World Blitz titles. 
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