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MISSED OPPORTUNITIES

How many times have you sat down after a game and realised you could have played better? 

Here are some tips that may help and give you fewer sleepless nights:
[image: ]Play the player, not the board, i.e. play to your opponent’s weaknesses, not their strengths. For example, some players are very good at positional play but do not like complicated or messy positions.
[image: ]Look at your success rate with various openings and you may find you are much stronger at some openings and not others. Remedies need to be made.
[image: ]Don’t just look at opening theory but play through the games of various grandmasters to see how they continue in the middlegame.
[image: ]Do plenty of puzzles (both middlegame and endgame). They will help to sharpen your play.
Get a good night’s sleep before the match.

SOLUTION

The puzzle today is about a missed opportunity.
The position was reached at an adjournment stage of an international team event.
Egon Joppen (White) was playing for West Germany and Robert Wade (Black) was playing for England.
Wade had to make the next move. The English team analysed the position for nearly two hours without finding the winning move. The German team discovered the winning move immediately.
The winning move is 1..Qxd3!
Then if the Black queen is taken, there follows 2.cxd3 Bd4. Once the White queen takes the bishop, Black is left with a won king pawn endgame.
Alas, Wade did not see the winning move and the game went on for another 34 moves and was eventually drawn.
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