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LATERAL THINKING

Sometimes it pays to think outside the box. Lateral thinking can have its advantages.

For example, your opponent may be expecting you to play a particular opening and has prepared for it. By employing a new opening you have never played before, your opponent may not have detailed knowledge of the opening and is suddenly on the back foot, scrambling for the correct moves.

Now and then try castling on the opposite side to your opponent. This can make for a very interesting and often complicated game.

If you can find a surprise move, your opponent may find it difficult to respond correctly.

SOLUTION

Today’s puzzle is a good example of lateral thinking.

The position appears to be roughly equal. Although Black has two more pawns, it is difficult to see how progress can be made. This is because Black has two lots of doubled pawns and three isolated pawns.

The winning move was 1…Rxb2!!

There followed 2.Nxb2 c3 (if Nd3 c4+ wins the Knight and the game for Black. So White has to try and stop the passed pawn another way).

The game continued: 3.Rxb6 c4 (now White cannot block the passed pawn with Nd3) 4.Rb4 a5 (now if Rxc4 cxb2 Black wins as the passed pawn cannot be stopped) 5.Nxc4 (White captures the first passed pawn and hoping for axb4 when White wins) 5…c2 and Black wins as the passed pawn cannot be stopped.
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